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Introduction 

 Materialism is the name given to the 

metaphysical doctrine which holds that 

matter is the only reality. 

 No systematic work of Indian materialists 

is available and nor any organized school 

of followers as the other philosophical 

schools posses. 



Meaning of Charvaka 

 ‘Charvaka’ is the word that generally 
stands for ‘materialist’. But the original 
meaning of this word is shrouded in 
mystery. Charvaka was a sage who 
propounded this system. 

 The word used for materialism is also 
lokayatamata, i.e. the view of common 
people. A materialist is accordingly called 
also Lokayatika. 



Charvaka Epistemology  

 The entire philosophy of the Charvakas may be said to 
depend logically on their epistemology or the theory of 
knowledge. 

 Perception is the only source of knowledge. 

 Inference is not certain and  no such universal relation 
can be ascertained.  

 Causal relation is not ascertainable. Some inferences 
accidently turn out to be true. 

 Testimony relating to unperceived objects is not reliable.  

 As neither inference nor authority can be proved to be 
reliable, perception must be regarded as the only valid 
source of knowledge (pramana). 

 



Metaphysics of Charvaka 

 Metaphysics is the theory of reality. According to 

Charvaka matter is the only reality, because it alone is 

perceived. The world is made of Four Elements namely, 

air, fire, water and earth. 

 There is no Soul. 

 There is no God. 

 Heaven is a myth and cannot be the goal of life.  

 Liberation as freedom from all pain, is an impossible 

ideal. 

Now we will study Charvakas’ materialism in detail. 

 



Four Elements 

 Regarding the nature o the material world most 
other Indian thinkers hold that it is composed of 
five kinds of elements (panchbhuta), namely 
ether(akasha), air(vayu), fire (agni), water (ap) 
and earth (kshti). 

 But Charvaka rejects ether, because its 
existence cannot be perceived; it has to be 
inferred.  

 The material world is, therefore, held to be 
composed of the four perceptible elements. 



Rejection of Abstract Entities 

 Not only non-living material objects but also 
living organisms, like plants and animal bodies, 
are composed of these four elements, by the 
combination of which they are produced and to 
which they are reduced on death. 

 The soul is nothing but he living body, with the 
quality of consciousness. 

 If the existence of a soul apart form the body is 
not proved, then there is no possibility of 
immortality.  

 Death of body means the end of the individual. 



Naturalism and Positivism 

   The supposition of God as creator is 

unnecessary. The world comes into existence by 

the spontaneous combination of material 

elements. 

 Charvaka theory tries to explain the world only 

by nature, it is sometimes called as naturalism. 

But this theory as a whole called as positivism 

because it believes only in positive facts or 

observable phenomena. 



Conclusion 

 Here we discussed the materialistic philosophy 

of Charvaka with its important points. This is the 

first materialistic philosophy found in Indian 

literature. 
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